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REMARKABLE PROOF

A remarkable proof of the fact is furnished by the following1
from Amritsar by Lala Girdhari Lai2:

Yesterday, 14th instant, 21 Punjab national volunteers passed in
procession starting from Chawk Farict through Hall Bazar preaching use
of khadi. Mr. Beaty, D.S.P., and M. Fakir Hussain, Sub-Inspector, asked
volunteers to disperse. Volunteers dflfered themselves for arrest but refused
to disperse. At this Mr. Bcaty and M. Fakir Hussain began to beat
volunteers mercilessly with cane and hunter* . . . Faces and bodies of
volunteers bear marks of severe blows. Sub-Inspector used filthy abuse
against Khilafat volunteers and public bore this cowardly attack silent-
ly and calmly. Volunteers only said that if police consisted of brave men,
they must either arrest or shoot them (volunteers). . . . These courageous
aid bleeding volunteers again started swadcshi propaganda a little
further up. . , . In spite of this grave provocation all is calm and quiet.

He thus amplifies the details in a letter3  from which I take
the following:

The sight was most provoking. What I admire most is that the
volunteers undauntedly began, their procession again with smiling faces
although their bodies were smarting with the pain of the blows and cuts
of the hunter. Many feel the pain today and are not likely to be free
from it for some days.

I rang up D.G. on the phone and asked him under whose orders
and under what law wore the volunteers beaten so shamefully. He pleaded,
ignorance of this severe beating. D. C. said that he had given orders that
volunteers9 processions were to be dispersed as Government had declared
National Volunteers Corps also as unlawful. He further said that his orders
wore to use minimum force. When I informed him Uiat not minimum
but maximum force was used, he said he would enquire. I wanted to
know why he did not enforce the law and arrest the volunteers. He
replied that his orders were otherwise. They do not wish to arrest ordi-
nary volunteers.

In Lahore on 13th a like treatment was meted out to the volunteers.
, . . they were beaten on their backs with the butt-end of the police batons.
Later on the volunteers were set free in batches one or two miles away
from the city at two in the night. Their coats were removed. In this severe
winter of the Punjab nothing could be more inhuman. . . . I learn that the
the Punjab Government has sent circulars to all District Officers to dis-
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